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            This report summarises information about the structure, floristic composition, and areal extent of the present vegetation on the Cape York Peninsula in 1994. In the report 21 structural formations in flora were recofnised, with woodland and its various subsidiaries being the most common and widespread formation. Closed forests only covered approximately 5% of the Cape York Peninsula.


With regards to the mapping aspect of the study 201 map units were recognised for natural vegetation with a further six for distrubed vegetation. From the 201 map units 30 broad vegetation groups were created and information was extrapolated by intersecting entered vegetation coverage on the CYPLUS GIS. The vegetation of the Cape York Peninsula was predominately dominated by Eucalyptus Spp. woodlands, open woodlands, and open forests which cover approximately 64% of the total study area.


The most prominent vegetation groups within woodlands occuring on sandstone, metamorphic and ironstone ranges (7.6%), other large broad vegetation groups (5.6%) group 7 dominated by the boxes (5.0%), group 9 dominated by iron barks (4.0%) and group 11 dominated by Molloy box (3.1%).


The second most extensive vegetation group is the low open woodlands, and low woodlands covering 24.6% of the study area. Grasslands (6.1%), rainforests (5.6%) and heathlands (3.3%) were the next most extensive vegetation types. Extensive field testing as a part of this study found a total of 3338 flora species in the study area.
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        This data file or resource can be downloaded from: /sites/default/files/2018-09/CY060%20-%20Cyplus-43%20-%20Vegetation%20Survey%20and%20Mapping%20of%20CYP.pdf
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            Cape York Natural Resource Management acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land upon which we work and recognises their continuing connection to Country and community. Cape York NRM pays its respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
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